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ANDREA KowcH

The wonder of what was

rowing up in Michigan, close to
expansive rural areas and farmlands,
Andrea Kowch has always been

intrigued by abandoned farms and what she
terms, “the wonder of what was.” This wonder,
in the hands of a talented artist, is what
she mines for her evocative and surrealistic
paintings.

“The characters in my paintings were
also created from these musings,” says Kowch.
“The real and unreal, history and the present,
opposing emotions, endings and beginnings,
nature’s seasons and cycles—all of it is present

at the core of my work.”

And this all comes out when Kowch
explores these mysterious places.

“Its my past and my present magically
fused together,” says Kowch, “which creates a
vision of mine that is my paintings. It’s life for
me on its deepest level.”

Kowch’s

envisions the past histories of these places

vision of middle America
while also creating a new reality that involves
metaphor and symbolism through layers of
mood and meaning.

“In juxtaposing the human form with

animals and the desolation of a bygone
uninhibited American landscape, I provided
glimpses into rooms,” says Kowch. “The
‘rooms’ are the oftentimes chaotic places we
possess internally. The rural, Midwestern
landscape of my home state serves as backdrop
for the stage of human emotions and the
animals present are vehicles for expressing the
feelings and underlying tensions suppressed
behind the human mask.”

In this way, the narratives present in each
painting are meant to link together to engage
the viewer and pull them in.

Tue FEAST, ACRYLIC ON CANVAS, 60 X 84"



MarsH HARE, ACRYLIC ON CANVAS, 30 X 30"

SOJOURN, ACRYLIC ON CANVAS, 72 X 60"

The Collector Says. ..

“Andrea’s paintings are

a window to my dreams.
They give me an excuse
to escape, a moment

to contemplate. The
expression of her subjects
reminds me of the Mona
Lisa smile: enigmatic and
unfathomable. The rich
brown and yellow hues of
her countrysides draw me
into a world of mystery, of
supernatural beings and

the unknown.”
—John Hooker
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“The paintings are metaphorical, each
containing their own unique story and
symbolism, while still remaining open and
vague to invite viewers ‘in,” says Kowch.
“Its all about the dialogue and having
viewers uncover the various layers of mood
and meaning while attributing their own
experiences to the work.”

Through this engagement with the
viewers, however, Kowch also is drawing
upon her past histories and memories. All
these disparate threads of meaning conspire
to create layers of meaning to be unfolded by
the viewer.

“The paintings, ultimately, are born from
pieces and fragments of personal memories,”
says Kowch, “merged with my fascination on
nature and its phenomena. The environments
reflect the inner emotions of the characters,
as do the animals that are present. They both
mirror and contradict the characters’ inner
psychological dramas and longings.”

Many of these paintings are large—some
7 feet long—also a new challenge for Kowch.

“The unique challenge of creating
imagery on a much larger scale allows me to
truly test and push my boundaries and really
engage viewers,” says Kowch. “The large
works allow viewers to participate in the
whole scene when they stand before it, giving
them the ability to get ‘lost’ in my world, so to
speak, as they interact with the characters and
environments.”

Kowch also sees the objects in her
paintings as her “past” that are “speaking to
me through my family history that I infuse
with new life.”

“I have also recently come to believe
that my characters, on a subconscious level,
are influenced by my late grandmothers who
had a strong presence in my early life,” says
Kowch. “They were very strong, independent
people who braved hardships and had unique

personalities.” ®

For a direct link to the
exhibiting gallery go to &

www.americanartcollector.com

Price Range Indicator

Our at-a-glance Price Range Indicator
shows what you can expect to pay for this
artists work.

Small Medium Large
2011 $3,000-$4,000 $6,000-8,000  $15,000-$25,000




PuEeasaNT KEEPER, ACRYLIC ON CANVAS, 36 X 48"




